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RESOURCES SECTOR — SPECIAL LEASE RENTAL FEE 

149. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 
I have a supplementary question. On Tuesday the Premier said, “If one party does not agree, it is clearly not going 
to happen”; on Tuesday the Treasurer said, “If it’s on the plate and the miners want to, so be it”. When was the 
last time any company volunteered to pay more rent? Who is the running this state—the government or the miners? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I just quickly remind all members in this place, because some have clearly forgotten, and all the people of 
Western Australia, that for the last eight and a half years the Liberal–National government ran this state. Actually, 
sorry: of the last eight years and nine months — 

Ms M.J. Davies: No; you’re in government! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: — for eight years and six months the former government ran the state. 

Ms M.J. Davies: So until the miners come to you, that’s it; it’s off the table. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is interesting that at no point did the former government seek to apply this to Rio Tinto and 
BHP—at no point! 

Ms M.J. Davies: Patted you on the head, shuffled it off! Patted you on the head and said, “Go away”! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The only time it became apparent was when—are you ready for it? — 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer! I call you to order for the third time, Leader of the National Party. 

Ms R. Saffioti: You did nothing! Nothing! Useless sports minister. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The only time it became apparent—I think I am still going! 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, while you were on your feet, the Minister for Planning; Transport was 
shouting across the chamber. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I did not hear it, but if you did, I want you to apologise. I did not hear it; I was calling 
the Leader of the National Party to order. So, it is not a point of order because I did not hear it said. Who was next? 
Treasurer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Can I finish? I anxiously rise to ask whether I can finish my answer. 
The only time it became an issue was when Brendon Grylls used it to knock off the former Leader of the National 
Party. He used it to wield the sword against the former Leader of the National Party! Why did he do that? He did 
it because for the first time in eight and a half years, the Liberals were starting to put a little bit of pressure on the 
National Party and how it was spending huge amounts of money. That is the only time in eight and a half years it 
was ever mentioned. In the eight and half years when the National Party ran the show, its members all sat along 
this side of the chamber. We will not be pursuing this on a unilateral basis because we do not believe in tearing up 
contracts. 
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